

HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 18 MAY 2026

 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

1. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies.

Present: Chairman J Middleton, Vice Chair L Wood, Councillors D Basford, R Horrocks, N Jenks & I Wilson.

Apologies:  Councillor C Middleton.  The Parish Council approved the reason for absence.
In attendance:  the Clerk, WNC C Irving-Swift, Mr G Martin & Mr V Ivanovas.
Apologies were received from Mr A Greatrex (Hannington PCC) & Mrs K Wilson (Footpath Warden).
2. Approval of the minutes of the APM held on 20 March 2025.

The minutes of the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed for acceptance by Councillor I Wilson and seconded by Vice Chair L Wood as an accurate record and were signed by the Chairman.
3. Chairman’s Report.
I would like to thank all the current members for stepping up to be councillors who all work on a voluntary basis, giving their valuable time for the improvement of the village. 

Parish Council elections in May 2025 saw Mr Mark Reeves and Mr Daryl Basford not seeking re-election however Mr Basford decide that he would like to rejoin and was co-opted at the 12th May meeting. We thank Mr Mark Reeves for his time and contributions; he managed the defibrillator project and oversaw its installation. 

We also welcomed a new Parish Councillor Mr Richard Horrocks who was co-opted in January 2026.

We do take her for granted but there cannot be a big enough thank you to Julie Friell our Clerk for all her never- ending hard work and commitment at all times helping the Parish Council and all Councillors. Her understanding of all things Parish Council, patience and these qualities are constantly ensuring the Parish Council works effectively and efficiently and we would struggle to exist without her input and guidance on rules and regulations. Words do not remotely cover what she does for the Council in this Village, I for one can vouch for the hours she puts in over and above her quota, always on hand on the telephone to discuss anything needed.

With regards the £9,844.00 CIL monies so far we have purchased a new notice board and tidying the trees and chopped back a lot of the ivy to clear the path leaving a balance of £7,136.00 left we have until roughly the end of April 2027 to spend these funds, the Parish Council will continue to discuss any options to use these funds, there are limitations but need to be for the better of the village so we continue to be open to ideas.

Thanks to West Northants Councillor Cecile Irving-Swift the new Rural North-East seat created following the boundary changes. Although we do not see the West Northants Councillor regularly at our monthly meetings, we would like to think she would be available if her intervention was needed.

Another big thank you to Kate Wilson, our consistent Footpath Warden who continues to monitor our walk routes connected to the village.

Ian Wilson continues to work hard keeping the never-ending weeds at Mallards Wood at bay and the allotment bank being kept in order. Our thanks go to both him and his wife, Kate, who devote a huge amount of time to the village.

Thanks also to Graham Martin who keeps an eye on the telephone box and bus shelter to ensure they are looked after.

We as a Parish Council try our hardest to do what’s best for the village, we have a broad spectrum of Councillors whose varied experiences in life, careers, thoughts and ideas are always in support of the village.

The Parish Councillors and Clerk continue to give their time to represent their village as best they can and it is very much appreciated and long may it continue.

4. Financial Report.

The 2025/26 accounts are currently in the draft stage and will be approved by the Parish Council at its’ meeting on 1 June 2026. The Internal Audit was carried out on 1 May and any comments/findings will be reported at the June meeting. Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 permits authorities with either income or expenditure under £25,000 to certify itself as exempt from having a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor.   A copy of the Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, unaudited Annual Accounting Statements, an analysis of variances and the bank reconciliation will appear alongside the “Period for the Exercise of Public Rights” notice from 3 June, on the notice board, for a period of 30 working days and will end on 14 July 2026, together with a summary of Electors Rights and will be available on the web site.

The draft bank account balance at 31 March 2026 is £24,395.50 split between general £16,659.59 - Defibrillator replacement fund £400.00 – Refundable Allotment Deposits £200.00 and CIL £7,135.91.

The general fund has increased by £1,702.39 over the previous year.  This figure still falls within the best practise parameters of between 1 and 1.5 times the level of the precept - it is essential that it is maintained at this level for any future contingencies. 

2025/26 saw actual expenditure (excluding CIL amounts) of £10,455 against a budget of £11,829 – the precept being £11,025. Income received in addition to the precept totalled £1,282 - £522 – WNC grass cutting grant, £290 Allotment rent and a VAT refund of £470. Monies were spent on the Clerk’s salary (£4,501), grass cutting (£2,879), street light electricity & maintenance (£758). 6-year testing of the streetlights (£421) and a grant to the Church (£200).   CIL monies - £120 for the VETS system, £1,488 new notice board & £1,100 works to the pocket park. A copy of the accounts will be included in the Annual Report that will be distributed with the June edition of Hannington Life.

The Parish Council has precepted £11,025 from West Northants Council for 2026/27.  

5. West Northants Councillors/Other reports.
West Northants Councillor C Irving-Swift

She began by re-iterating the Chairman’s comment thanking all the Parish Councillors for volunteering.  Whilst only a few attended the meeting – a full room would be indicative of a problem.  This has been the first full year of the new administration – Reform.  They did not create a new budget for 2025/26 but used the previous one and whilst the figures have yet to be finalised there is currently a deficit which will need to come out of reserves.  2026/27 will be more interesting as Reform have put together their own budget.  Currently, at WNC there is only an “interim” CEO who is not interested in taking on the position full time & a lot of the top people have left, leaving a lack of continuity.  Adult Social Care & Child Services continue to provide challenges to the budget.  
The WN Councillor is here for the Parish Council and will try to get resolution to problems.  She appreciates that once initial contact has been made and an initial response received, follow ups tend to “peter” out – she will try harder this year to obtain answers.  She also cited lack of experience from Reform Councillors and it would be interesting to see if they can deliver what they promised.  

C Irving-Swift was thanked for her candour, attendance and the meeting and left.

Annual report from the Hannington Village Hall committee 2025/26 – L Wood

There have remained consistent challenges with getting the village hall used regularly throughout the past year, although as a committee we remain very grateful to those local residents and groups who do utilise the space - as your engagement is definitely keeping it going!! 

The Village Hall Committee itself has seen some changes towards the end of the last year, with both Ian Wilson and Emma Emery stepping down from their roles on the committee, and we would like to take this opportunity to thank them for the time and effort they have put in to projects and fundraising, hall management and cleaning jobs over the years. We are warmly welcoming Julie Basford to the team, who has taken on the role of treasurer in Ian’s place, and we would like to express our gratitude for the extensive work she has already been doing to continue with the tote and to organise/rectify issues with banking etc in the background. That being said, we are continually looking for other villagers to join the committee to help get events off the ground and we look forward to hearing from interested parties at your earliest convenience. 

We recognise that there are updates required within the building and we are now in the process of reviewing essential and desirable changes so that costs can be worked out and, hopefully, we can make some updates to the space that will encourage more users and engagement.  As always, any feedback, ideas and suggestions, are welcomed by local residents, as this helps to guide planning on areas of interest and enjoyment for local people. 

I would like further to thank our consistent volunteers for their input with keeping the hall clean and tidy, and giving up their time to keep trying ways to ensure the hall is used and remains an active asset to the village. I would also like to extend our collective continued thanks to Caroline, for her ongoing support in managing the hall bookings. 

PCC report: prepared by A Greatrex (read out by the Clerk)

As in previous years, 2025 has been an interesting and challenging year for Hannington Church. Our aim to hopefully ensure our little Church here in the village, remains available for all to use, not only for regular worship but also for those special occasions. In September 2025, following an exhaustive selection process we were pleased to appoint and welcome Revd. Mel Stanley as our fully employed Rector of the Walgrave Benefice. In the relatively short period of time that Rev’d Mel has been with us she has shown a great willingness to meet as many residents of all the four villages and support village activities.

As regards Hannington Church, we have managed to hold a total of 15 regular services, which is similar to previous years despite the fact that we were without a Rector, for the majority of the year and having to rely on visiting clergy to lead our services. The breakdown of services;

Benefice Communion 12 
Carol Service 1 
Midnight Mass
1 
Interment of Ashes
1

Attendances at these services have remained fairly constant with an average of 24 attending the main services. The Carol Service and Midnight Mass services were very well attended, with many new faces from within the village joining us. Overall collections from all our main services were slightly down on previous years with a total of £1,146. 

The Annual Service of Remembrance took place, with a slightly different format as in previous years. The service started in Walgrave Church, followed by a procession down the main street, including Cubs Scouts and Military Personnel to the war memorial, where a short service took place, along with the laying of a wreath and reading the names of those who lost their lives in the war. Several hundred people attended the service.

Moving on to the various activities that occurred during the year, including Coffee Mornings, Summer and Christmas events, plus the Annual Ride and Stride and Quiz night. These events generated over £1,200 of income, which have been used to cover the ever-increasing costs of running the Church. It has been pleasing to note that many new residents from the village supported us and used the occasions to get to meet other residents. My thanks must go to those within the village who have donated to awards the Grass Cutting fund along with the monies given by the Hannington Parish Council.  In conclusion, we look forward to another year with many challenges that will bring.

6. Residents’ issues.
No issues were raised by those residents attending.  However, Councillor I Wilson reported that there has been another incident of fly-tipping along the Mere and if anything could be done to prevent it.  It was noted that the gates are “locked” between October & April each year per the signage.  It was suggested perhaps that the gates be CLOSED BUT NOT LOCKED during the remaining months to deter people from driving down and fly tipping.  
7. Ideas for spending CIL monies – to be put forward at the next PC meeting for discussion.

Pocket Park 

· Reinforce the boundary fence within the park itself
· Purchase & installation of 1/2 picnic benches

· Erect an external fence along Holcot Road & hedge trimming

· Fill in the pond

· Create a working party of volunteers to maintain the cleared footpath

· Village Hall to organise events linked to the Pocket Park – eg bug hotels, bird boxes

· Play equipment 

Other

· Use some monies to help fund investment in projects to improve the Village Hall

· Installation of gate posts at Mallards Wood & the allotments


